
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

October 25, 1999

The Honorable John T. Conway
Chairman
Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
625 Indiana Avenue, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20004

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed are the compliance evaluation and the disposal authorization for the
Hanford 200 East Area burial grounds, 200 West Area burial grounds, and the
Immobilized Low-Activity Tank Waste disposal facility. The Low-Level Waste
Disposal Facility Federal Review Group (LFRG) conducted their review of the
performance assessments and the composite analysis and recommended that the
Department authorize the continued operations of the DOE Hanford Site 200 East
Area burial grounds and 200 West Area burial grounds subject to the conditions in
the disposal authorization statement. The LFRG also recommended that the
Department authorize continued development of the Immobilized Low-Activity
Tank Waste disposal facility, subject to the conditions in the disposal
authorization statement. The Department accepted the LFRG recommendation
and signed the disposal authorization statement for the Hanford Site low-level
waste disposal facilities.

The Department has completed the following actions related to commitments
VII.B.S.b.l.,  2., and 3. in the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board
Recommendation 94-2 Implementation Plan: “Complete Headquarters’ Review
of Hanford Site Performance Assessments,” “Complete Headquarters’ Review of
Hanford Site Composite Analysis” and “Issue Disposal Authorization Statement
for Hanford Low-Level Waste Disposal Facilities.” The Department proposes
closure of these commitments. If you have any questions concerning this
information, please contact me at (202) 586-7710 or Mark Frei at (202) 586-0370.

Sincerely,

Carolyn L. Huntoon
Assistant Secretary for

Environmental Management

Enclosures

cc:
M. Whitaker, Jr., S-3.1
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